
Office of the Public Defender 
State of Hawaii 

 
 

Testimony of the Office of the Public Defender, 
State of Hawaii to the Senate Committee on Public Safety, 

Intergovernmental and Military Affairs  
 
 

February 16, 2021 
 
 

S.B. No. 767: RELATING TO CANNABIS 
 

Chair: Sen. Clarence K. Nishihara, Vice Chair:  Sen. J Kalani English and 
Members of the Committee: 
 
The Office of the Public Defender supports S.B. 767.  This bill legalizes the 
personal use, possession and sale of cannabis in a specified quantity, and is a 
reflection on the modern attitude of our community, and many others 
throughout our country.  This has clearly been demonstrated by the changes 
in law throughout our country, which have legalized personal use and 
possession of cannabis, as well as, the medical use of the same which 
includes Hawai’i.   
 
This bill recognizes personal choice on the issue of cannabis without 
endorsing or supporting the use of cannabis.  This bill also recognizes the 
need for governmental intervention to regulate this industry for the safety 
and security of those that participate.  Furthermore, this bill outlines the 
economic benefits for the government and community in general that 
passage will accomplish, without any danger to public safety.  Prohibition 
leads to criminal behavior and a danger to public safety, especially when a 
community no longer supports the prohibition. 
 
Lastly, the passage of this bill will allow the Office of the Public Defender, 
and other government agencies involved in the criminal justice system to use 
its resources to deal with matters considered more serious by the community 
in general. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on S.B. 767 
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To:  The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair; 
  The Honorable J. Kalani English, Vice Chair; 

and Members of the Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and 
Military Affairs 
 

From:  Isaac W. Choy, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 
Date:  February 16, 2021 
Time:  1:00 P.M. 
Place:  Via Video Conference, State Capitol 
 

Re:  S.B. 767, Relating to Cannabis 
 

The Department of Taxation (Department) offers the following comments regarding S.B. 
767, for your consideration. 

 
S.B. 767 legalizes the personal use and possession of cannabis and authorizes the sale of 

cannabis at a permitted cannabis establishment.  The bill requires the Department to create rules 
for the licensing of cannabis establishments.  The bill provides that cannabis businesses will be 
subject to income and general excise taxes. 

 
First, the Department notes it has no expertise in regulation of cannabis.  The Department 

is therefore not the appropriate agency to make the rules and determinations authorizing cannabis 
establishments.  Cannabis is still regulated as a Schedule 1 controlled substance under the 
Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. ch. 13 sec. 801 et seq.  Therefore, the authorization of 
licensees to sell cannabis is a sensitive matter.   

 
Second, the Department notes that any cannabis establishment will be subject to income 

and general excise tax.  Therefore, the language included in section -10 is not necessary and as 
written may lead to confusion or ambiguity.  The Department recommends deleting section -10 
from the bill.   

 
Third, the Department notes that Internal Revenue Code (IRC) section 280E, which 

denies deductions and other tax benefits to taxpayers selling illegal drugs, is applicable for 
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Hawaii income tax purposes.  However, Hawaii has adopted an exception for its medical 
cannabis dispensaries.  If this bill is moved forward, the Department recommends the Committee 
consider expanding that exception to apply to the cannabis establishments proposed in this bill. 

 
Finally, the Department is willing and able to collect taxes from cannabis establishments.  

However, the Department notes that cannabis establishments, like the current medical cannabis 
dispensaries, will not be able to obtain banking services.  Thus, they must pay their tax liabilities 
in cash.  Even for the eight current medical cannabis dispensaries, this cash payment imposes a 
heavy administrative burden on the Department.  Expanding this to recreational cannabis 
establishments will greatly increase this burden.  The Department requests the Legislature 
explore solutions to this issue before expanding the scope and number of cannabis 
establishments. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  
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TESTIMONY ON SENATE BILL 767 
RELATING TO CANNABIS. 

By 
Max N. Otani, Director 

 
Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental and Military Affairs 

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair 
Senator J. Kalani English, Vice Chair 

 
Tuesday, February 16, 2021; 1:00 p.m. 

Via Videoconference 
 

 

Chair Nishihara, Vice Chair English, and Members of the Committee:  

The Department of Public Safety (PSD) offers comments on Senate Bill 

(SB) 767, which proposes to legalize the personal use, possession, and sale of 

cannabis in a specified quantity, require licensing to operate cannabis 

establishments, and subject cannabis establishments to excise taxes and income 

taxes.  The Department has several important concerns over this measure. 

First, PSD believes that if SB 767 was to pass into law, then it should 

specify important places where the personal use of cannabis should not occur, 

because of either safety concerns or the threat of prosecution.  For example, SB 

767 should specify that personal use of cannabis may not occur on any public 

highway, public sidewalk, or in places such as grade schools, parks, and 

playgrounds, where the personal use of cannabis could increase safety risks for 

the public and/or be problematical.  Moreover, SB 767 should also address the 

issue of open containers of cannabis within a motor vehicle or consumption of 

cannabis for personal use while operating a motor vehicle on any public street, 

road, or highway, similar to the prohibitions laid out for intoxicating liquor in  
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. 
S.B. 767 

RELATING TO CANNABIS 
 

Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) opposes S.B. 767, which legalizes the 
personal use, possession, and sale of cannabis in a specified quantity. 
 
DOT’s top priority is keeping Hawaii’s roadway users safe and reducing the number of 
serious injuries and fatalities on our roads.  We have concerns regarding legalizing the 
personal use of marijuana as it could result in increases in impaired driving-related 
injuries and fatalities on our roadways. 
 
Cannabis can impair a driver’s cognitive function, affecting a driver’s time/space 
perception, reaction time, ability to concentrate, etc.  Contrary to popular belief, 
marijuana does not make someone a better, more careful driver.  According to the 
“Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) Examination Characteristics of Cannabis Impairment” 
study published in the July 2016 Accident Analysis & Prevention Journal, an evaluation 
of 302 toxicologically-confirmed cannabis-only DRE cases saw that in 72.3 percent of 
cases, one or more moving violations were listed as reasons for the traffic stop.  
Speeding was the number one violation (27.7 percent), followed by weaving (19.0 
percent).  Similarly, in a two-year study of THC in drivers in Orange County, California, 
published in the August 2016 Journal of Forensic Science, the top five moving violations 
were speeding (24 percent), unable to maintain lane position (23.2 percent), ran red 
light or stop sign (13.0 percent), unsafe lane change (8.7 percent) and involved in a 
collision (8.3 percent). 
 
In Hawaii, a local study on motor vehicle crash fatalities and undercompensated care 
associated with legalization on medical marijuana finds that “THC positivity among 
driver fatalities increased since legalization, with a threefold increase from 1993-2000 to 
2001-2015.  THC positivity among all injured patients tested at our highest level trauma 
center increased from 11% before to 20% after legalization.  From 2011 to 2015, THC 
positive patients were significantly less likely to wear a seatbelt or helmet (33% vs 
56%).”  The study was published in the Journal of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery in 
May 2018. 
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In passing any legislation to legalize marijuana, Hawaii should closely observe the 
impacts decriminalization and legalization has had in other states.  “According to an 
October 2018 report from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), an 
examination of police-reported crashes of all severities showed that “the legalization of 
retail sales in Colorado, Washington and Oregon was associated with a 5.2% higher 
rate of police-reported crashes compared with neighboring states that did not legalize 
retail sales.”  Furthermore, the Colorado Department of Transportation and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported that the rate of traffic fatalities involving 
drivers who tested positive for marijuana in Colorado rose from 55 in 2013 to 138 
people killed in 2017, and over one-fifth of all traffic fatalities in 2017 included a driver 
testing positive for marijuana. 
 
If this bill passes, a percentage of sales or taxes should be allocated towards resources 
and services to ensure public safety, including DRE-related trainings for law 
enforcement; establishment and maintenance of a state forensic toxicology testing 
laboratory; public education; substance misuse treatment services; etc. 
 
DOT is primarily concerned about improving highway safety and protecting the lives of 
our community members and visitors.  DOT coordinates specialized training and 
certifies law enforcement officers to recognize impairment in drivers under the influence 
of drugs through its DRE program to combat this issue. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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Accordingly, the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Kaua‘i, requests 
that this measure be PASSED.   
 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify. 
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February 12. 2021

Senator Clarence Nishihara, Chair
Senator J. Kalani English
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Berctania Street, Room 205
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: Senate Bill N0. 767 ð Relating to Marijuana Decriminalization

Dear Senator Nishihara:

The Maui Police Department STRONGLY OPPOSES Senate Bill No. 767, which decriminalized
the use of marijuana for the following reasons:

1. The decriminalization of marijuana will cause problems for law enforcement in
general. Marijuana is a gateway drug, meaning that a person who ingests marijuana is
more than likely to progress to other drugs such as cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin,
and prescription pills. The harm of allowing the public to possess, use and distribute
marijuana outweighs the beneýts. We understand that there are medical issues tied to
marijuana, but the vast majority of the public does not suffer from these medical issues.
In addition, medical professionals are divided on the beneýts of marijuana. If medical
professionals are divided on this issue, there is no logical reason to decriminalize
marijuana.

2. A person who ingests marijuana and operates a motor vehicle is considered intoxicated
under Hawaii Revised Statute 291E-61. Decriminalizing marijuana will allow people
to operate a motor vehicle on the public roadways while intoxicated on marijuana. It
has been proven by medical professionals that marijuana impairs a personôs motor
skills which will put the public at risk of injury or death.

3. Second hand smoke from marijuana can and will affect the surrounding people. We do
not want marijuana freely ingested in the public, nor do we want marijuana ingested or
smoked near children. The mind set of decriminalizing marijuana not only puts our
youth in danger but downplays the dangers of unregulated marijuana use.
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4.

5

6.

7

Members of the Maui Police Department have spoken to law enforcement from
Colorado, one ofthe ýrst states to fully legalize marijuana consumption and possession.
Many if not all of those law enforcement entities in Colorado spoken to have relayed
the downfall since the legalization. They cite increased crime, driving under the
inþuence ofmarijuana and illegal sales of marijuana as major pitfalls to the legalization
of marijuana. Many have reported their desire to abolish that law. Marijuana is already
regulated in Hawaii. Why decriminalize it so those people who have no medical
condition are allowed to get "high?"

Studies have shown marijuana sent to the University of Tennessee for analysis on
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC, the active ingredient in marijuana) from the State of
Hawaii has increased in THC levels over the years, some having 30% THC levels or
more. Bear in mind that marijuana previously had TI-IC levels of 10% or less. New
strains are being bred to contain higher levels of THC. There is a growing concem
because the high levels ofTHC on a person have not been studied enough in the medical
community. In fact, there are more emergency room visits in Colorado from marijuana
use then there has ever been before.

The Federal Substance Controlled Act list marijuana and its compounds as a Schedule
I substance, and per the deýnition, ñHigh abuse potential with no accepted medical use;
medications within this schedule may not be prescribed, dispensed, or administered.ò
Following federal guidelines, the people of the State of Hawaii should not
decriminalize Marijuana.

Having the sale ofmarijuana to the general public as described in this bill has no quality
control and/or no checks and balances. This bill only requires the issuance of a license
by the State of Hawaii and that the marijuana for sale went through a ñcannabis testing
facility.ò This bill is not speciýc on how the marijuana will be tested, what levels of
toxic (pesticides) compounds exist in the marijuana, and the levels of THC are present
in the marijuana that is for sale. This is dangerous, and therefore should not be openly
and publicly for sale.

Therefore, the Maui Police Department OPPOSES Senate Bill No. 767. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,  }

TIVOLI S. FAAUMU
Chief of Police
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February 16, 2021 

TO: Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair 
 Senate Committee on Public Safety, In tergovernmental, and Military Affairs 

FROM: Alice L. Lee 
 Council Chair 

DATE: February 16, 2021 

SUBJECT:  SUPPORT OF SB 767, RELATING TO CANNABIS  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in SUPPORT  of this important measure.  The 
purpose of this measure is to legalize the personal use, possession, and sale of cannabis 
in a specified quantity.  The Maui County Council has not had the opportunity to take 
a formal position on this measure; however , the Council adopted on February 5, 2021, 
Resolution 21-19, entitled “SUPPORTIN G LEGALIZING, REGULATING, AND TAXING 
CANNABIS FOR RESPONSIBLE, ADULT USE.”  Th erefore, I am providing this testimony 
on behalf of the Maui County Council. 

The Maui County Council SUPPORTS this measure for the following reasons: 

1. The Council supports legalizing, regulating, and taxing cannabis for 
responsible, adult use. 

2. The Council supports promoting equitable ownership and employment 
opportunities in a legal cannabis indust ry to decrease disparities in life 
outcomes for marginalized communities, and to address the 
disproportionate impacts disparate enforcement of cannabis prohibition 
has had on those communities 

For the foregoing reasons, the Maui County Council SUPPORTS  this measure. 

 
ocs:proj:legis:21legis:21testimony:sb767_paf21-008(30)a_jbf 
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time workers across the country. Colorado has created more than 10,000 new jobs in the legal 
cannabis industry since 2014, boosting the economy and contributing to a lowering of the 
unemployment rate (to just 6 percent pre-pandemic, making it one of the lowest in the nation).  
 
A legal cannabis industry would undercut the black market. Mexican cartels were once the top 
suppliers of cannabis to the United States. However, since legalization has swept across 
multiple states and Washington, D.C., the amount seized by the U.S. Border Patrol dropped 24 
percent as of 2015, and the price of Mexican-grown cannabis dropped from $90 down to $30 
per kilogram by 2014, dramatically reducing the profitability of illegal activity.  
 
Legalization brings proper regulation and infrastructure, and ushers in potency testing, product 
variety, warning labels, and overall peace of mind for the consumer. 
 
For all of these many reasons, YPDA urges this committee to pass SB767. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 
 
Will Caron 
Board President & Secretary, 2020–2021  
action@ypdahawaii.org 
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of National Drug Control Policy, which, in turn, relies on source material that a) does not account 

for drug-trafficking and dispositional or psychological disorders; and b) fails to account for levels 

of deviancy (increased usage beyond average consumption rates). A more stark statistical 

correlation exists between increased alcohol consumption and violent crime, including child and 

intimate partner abuse, yet, again, no one is introducing, much less considering the merits of, 

limiting the personal consumption of alcohol. Additionally, only 30 percent of frequent (every other 

day or more) cannabis users report symptoms suggesting dependence, in contrast to nearly 70 

percent for nicotine and 88 percent for harder drugs, like cocaine, calling into question legal 

opinions asserting that marijuana and hard drugs can be readily correlated to one another. If we 

do not criminalize overconsumption of the more dangerous drug of alcohol, in and of itself, why, 

once more, do we unduly criminalize cannabis consumption, particularly in small amounts?  

Furthermore, legalizing recreational cannabis usage is an issue of restorative justice. As the visitor 

industry reaps record profits and supports expansion of the local prison-industrial complex, people 

of Native Hawaiian ancestry, who comprise approximately 25 percent of the state's population, 

suffer the pangs of a biased criminal (in)justice system. Approximately 39 percent of incarcerated 

detainees are Hawaiian, according to a comprehensive study by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 

with the proportionality gap being even greater for Hawaiian women, who comprise 19.8 percent 

of the state's female population, but 44 percent of the state's female inmate population. 

Researchers also found that, on average, Hawaiians receive longer sentences, more parole 

revocations, and, importantly for this measure, harsher drug-related punishments than other 

ethnic groups, including for marijuana possession. Therefore, passage this measure is a step 

toward reforming and preventing more people from becoming victims of our unjust and racially 

coded prison system. 

Legalizing recreational cannabis could generate at least $70-$100 million in tax revenue 

annually for our state and produce substantial criminal justice savings that could be spent 

delivering a quality education to our keiki, building basic infrastructure, expanding access to 

healthcare, constructing truly affordable housing, and more. In our path toward prosperity and 

criminal justice reform, legalizing cannabis is a step we must take.  

Kris Coffield · Executive Director, Imua Alliance · (808) 679-7454 · kris@imuaalliance.org 
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SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/12/2021 12:30:09 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Golojuch Jr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Senators, 

I fully support Senate Bill 767. 

Mahalo, 

Michael Golojuch, Jr. 

 





Mahalo, 

Joey Brown 

Kailua, 96734 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/12/2021 10:19:29 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Definitely pass SB767.   

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/12/2021 4:58:06 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Bruce Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill must be passed. For the tax revenue at least. Legalizing cannabis is an effort 
whose time has come. Through the decades long prohibition many functional solvent 
citizens have been turned into law breakers by draconian laws. The initial ant-cannabis 
laws were racst and class based. Individuals incarcerated for using cannabis should 
have their sentences anulled as well. Evidently our governor has been against 
legalization, holding up the implementation of similar bills in the past. What will it take to 
get him to approve of and sign this bill if passed by the legislature? Whatever that may 
be, do it. It's the mature thing to do. 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/12/2021 7:25:04 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thomas Brandt Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support. 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/12/2021 7:01:45 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Phil Robertson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I think we should tax legal cannabis and not spend any morre public  monies to 
incarcerate people for cannabis offenses.  As a jury foreman some years ago, I do not 
think most of the jury-pool believe Harry Anslinger's 1937 testimony to Congress; they 
are much more inclined to believe the LaGuardia Report by the New York Academy of 
Medicine in 1944, which concludes that cannabis is not addictive for any user and can 
be used for periods of years without any physical or mental deterioration which may be 
attributed to the drug. 

I do not believe the federal government, the last forty years of drug czars lying to the 
American people, and the DEA who testify that cannabis or marijuana and THC are 
harmful.  I think over the 84 years since Anslinger testified, most of the American people 
do not think he told the truth. 

You can read Harry Anslinger's testimony at hempfarm.org 

I do not think you can believe the federal authorities when it comes to cannabis.  We 
need checks and balances on some of those people in out nation's capitol. 

  

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/13/2021 12:29:55 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Whitney Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I think Hawaii should legalize responsible, adult-use cannabis. There are much more 
important things to spend our currently stressed tax dollars on, and it represents a 
significant opportunity for tax revenue. I lived in Amsterdam for over a year, and really, a 
small percentage of the population was even interested. The negative effect of 
legalization was minimal. 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/13/2021 7:34:06 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Fitzpatrick Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha honorable Senators, 
 
I am in strong support of SB 767 wich would allow the small scale growth and sale of 
marijuanna. Although I do not use the drug, I have seen first hand how it helps cance 
patients, those suffering with ptsd, and helps so many people address their medical 
conditions. We should no longer be sending people to jail because they us marijuana in 
their everyday lives. The time to stop villifying people like my father who uses it 
medicinally need to end. Please pass this bill and use the money to set up drug rehab 
facilities to help people with addiction to alcohol, coccaine, heroine, and oxycotin to 
name a few get the help the need. 
 
Mahalo, 

Fitz 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/13/2021 10:39:31 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peggy McArdle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The legalization of cannabis is long overdue in Hawaii State. Many conservative states 
have already legalized recreational cannabis. What is Hawaii waiting for? With Hawaii's 
economy reeling from the pandemic shutdowns, a new revenue source from the 
taxation of cannabis would be a welcomed windfall to Hawaii's State's coffers. I strongly 
SUPPORT this measure. Mahalo.  

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/13/2021 11:35:33 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raelyn Reyno 
Yeomans 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong support! 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/14/2021 12:25:29 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Torres Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please legalize personal cannabis use,  

 





SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/14/2021 9:29:16 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ramona Hussey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Committee members, 

I urge you to pass this bill. I am 70 years old and do not use marijuana myself. 
However, I have friends and family who do use cannibis, and many who have done so 
since the 1960s, with no ill effects! For some it is truly medicinal (whether or not the 
have a prescription). For others, it is simply a safe way to unwind and relax. There have 
been SO many decades of safe use that it is truly ridiculous to continue to make this 
product illegal. Please support the legalization of cannibis for responsible adult use. 
Please. 

 





consequences of the failed War on Drugs. Separate orders and proper case 
prioritization by prosecutors can make a big difference, but our legislative branch, if 
legalizing cannabis, should make clear that non-violent and low-level crime purely 
related to cannabis charges are no longer persecuted. 

Thank you, 

Dylan Ramos 

96816 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 12:03:37 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sheala Karratti-
Humphries 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am born and raised in Hawaii and of mixed native decent, therefore I only wish to 
support what would be good for our land and for our people - native and not, of Hawaii. 

This will not be an eloquent testimony, so sorry in advance... 

1) it will generate income for our state. We are so dependent on outside money and we 
should take steps toward a more sustainable economic future and I believe locally 
owned and grown cannabis is one of the answers. There will be many residents who will 
want to create businesses, work for, and also be patrons of locally grown cannabis - for 
health reasons and otherwise. It could open up a whole new tourism venture, as well as 
be a valuable export and the revenue it generates could be put back into our local 
communities. 

2) Decriminalizing it will lift a weight off of our criminal jusitce system. Law enforcement 
can focus on serious crimes instead of busting someone for possession of weed. Also 
by decriminalizing it, it could undermine the black market for it. 

3) Compared to legal drugs like alcohol, tobacco, and opioids, cannabis use is fairly 
safe. It may also help people dealing with opioid addiction. I have personally seen the 
harmful effects that alcohol can have on a person as well as the harmful effects of 
tobacco and opiod abuse - even if the opioids originally were prescribed legally. I know 
that everyone knows at least someone who uses or have used cannabis at least some 
point in their lives, and although I can't speak for anyone but myself, the use of cannabis 
has not created any of the negative effects as I've seen alcohol, tobacco, or opioid use 
has caused. 

I fully support the legalization of adult-use cannabis in Hawaii. 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 6:03:24 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jacqueline kippert Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Just look at all the states that have already legalized cannabis and the revenue 
generated. The decrease of other harmful substances from opioids to alcohol. Release 
the stigma and allow a natural plant to become medicine. 

WE NEED THE REVENUE from the TAXES! 

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 11:49:42 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

States are making billions on legal weed - we are soooo missing the boat on this 
income! Now, more than ever, we need this money - not to mention the savings on 
policing & incarceration.  
Quit dragging your feet on this - the drug war is over, drugs won.  

 



SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 9:57:40 AM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Oliver Gaskell Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

  

I wish to provide support for the legalization of Cannabis in Hawaii. States across the 
United States of America have legalized cannabis and provide both a clear model for 
implementation, and a large fact base to support the benefits of legalization. My two 
major points of support are:  

1) Prohibition has not restricted supply. Cannabis is used regularly and supplied on the 
black market. This has many issues but by choosing to regulate cannabis will allow for a 
cleaner product, reducing health risks for those obtaining the drugs on the black market. 
Additionally, legalizing cannabis would remove a source of funding to gangs and cartels 
who benefit from the illegal sale of the product. 

2) Legalizing cannabis has been proven to create jobs and revenue for states. Colorado 
and Oregon both use taxes on cannabis to fund public education and other social 
goods. In a time when budgets are being undercut by COVID-19, legalization would 
provide the legislature with a shot in the arm of funding and enable our state to continue 
to invest in quality public education for all.  

Mahalo 

 









https://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/reports
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SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 1:39:31 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carla Allison Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Carla Allison I support SB767. It is time for Hawaii to move forward, learn 
from other states and develop a legal cannabis industry in our state. Please support 
SB767. Thank you. 
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SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/15/2021 1:41:04 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michelle Park Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, 

I am in opposition to SB 767 which allows for possession of cannabis.  As a concerned 
community citizen, our Kaneohe community and state have already seen the impact of 
use for medicinal marijuana. There are more citizens using including adolescents.  By 
allowing the legalization it gives the impression to youth that substance use is not a 
problem when it is in fact a problem and financial strain on our state.  There are a vast 
number of social impacts as well.  

Of concern is the number of persons with addiction and how available treatment 
services are to individuals that need treatment. Prior to the legalization of medicinal 
marijuana/cannabis, treatment admission in Hawaii shows that marijuana is one of the 
top 3 substances of admission for both adolescents and adults.  To this day treatment 
services are limited for individuals not to mention the very limited number of residential 
services for adolescents. 

The rate of traffic violations for marijuana/cannabis use has increased since the 
legalization of medicinal marijuana/cannabis.  The Department of Transportation has 
seen an increase of poly-substance use (use of multiple drugs) in a traffic stop and toxic 
screening to show that marijuana/cannabis is one of several drugs in a person's system 
when they are stopped in a routine traffic stop.  This is further proof that the individual is 
impaired to be in the operation of a vehicle and puts the public at harm when this 
individual is on the road. 

Lastly, the rate of crime increases exponentially in all communities.  This is seen in 
vandalism, forced entry, car thefts, and assaults.  There is multiple documentation of 
this from many other states that have been more liberal in the legalization of medicinal 
and recreational marijuana/cannabis. 

I do not see a benefit to legalizing marijuana for the state when we have so many 
obvious reasons why it is a current problem in our state and within the nation. 

With concern for our state and communities of Hawaii. 

Michelle J. Park 
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I support this common sense bill. It is past time. 
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February 16, 2021  

 
 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, INTERGOVERNMENTAL, AND 
MILITARY AFFAIRS  

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair  
Senator J. Kalani English, Vice Chair  

1:00 pm  
 
 

SUBJECT:  TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SB767  
RELATING TO CANNABIS  

 
 
Aloha e Luna HoÔomalu  Nishihara, e Hope Luna HoÔomalu English, a e honorable 
committee members,  

 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify in strong support  of SB767, relating to 
cannabis. The Maui County Council unanimously adopted a resolution , just two 
weeks ago, entitled: Supporting Legalizing, Regulating, and Taxing Cannabis for 
Responsible Adult Use .  
 
The need is greater than ever to immediately incentivize and develop other 
revenue generators that will avert  laying off and furloughing State employees. 
The adult -use cannabi s industry has the potential to diversify the StateÕs 
economy , support the medical cannabis industry, while making this medicine 
more affordable for our residents who need it . 
 
Additionally, I support granting clemency or resentencing to anyone incarcerate d 
on a marijuana conviction and expunging all marijuana convictions. Mahalo for 
including those important provisions.  
 
Furthermore, I urge this committee to also consider adding to this legislation 
provisions that : 

�B�B�����µ

�B�B���a���
�R�U�����a�����_
�,���R�Q �4���¶�
�����B
�, �µ�,

�) ���� �¶�� �a ��

�
�� �� �?���������B�9 �B���U �3�µ�B�B��

nishihara1
Late



 
 
Testimony in Support of SB767  
February 16, 2021  
Page 2 
 
 
 

1)! Promote  equitable ownership and employment opportunities in a legal 
cannabis industry to decrease disparities in life outcomes for marginalized 
communities, and  
 

2)! Creates  a democratically selected HawaiÔi cannabis control board.  
 
Mahalo for scheduling this import ant measure and, again, for this opportunity 
to testify in support. The time is now!  
 

Mahalo , 
 
 
 
KEANI RAWLINS -FERNANDEZ  
Council  Vice-Chair  

 

 
 
Attachment : Maui Cou nty  Council Resolution 21 -19 , ÒSupporting Legalizing, 
Regulating, and Taxing Cannabis for Responsible Adult U seÓ 
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Submitted on: 2/16/2021 1:28:28 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Will Bunkley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the legal use of CANNABIS. It is likened to the biblical tree of life and will heal 
the nations. Use will produce revenue and decrease crime and violence. 
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SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 4:30:46 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Georgina Mckinley Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB767.  
 
Despite the opinion of the Governor of our state, employees of law enforcement 
agencies and rehab centers who typically weigh in to oppose any loosening of 
restrictions relating to prohibition, and the usual chorus of fear-mongering 
conservatives, the legalization of cannabis for personal or recreational use is a natural, 
logical, and reasonable outgrowth of the current science of, and public attitude towards, 
cannabis. 
 
There is no good or logical reason for continuing to penalize the responsible adult use 
of a substance that is proven to be safer than alcohol, tobacco, and most prescriptive 
drugs.  
 
There is already a thriving cannabis industry in the state of Hawaii. Anyone who wants it 
has easy access to it, despite its current illegality - including minors. I support SB767 to 
legalize, regulate, and tax cannabis for adult use. 
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SB-767 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 6:35:40 PM 
Testimony for PSM on 2/16/2021 1:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christopher Dean Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I do not use any drugs or drink alcohol and I don't recommend smoking pot, but, locking 
our children up in tiny concrete boxes with dangerous felons and slapping them with a 
record that will diminish their quality of life forever, is much, much worse than anything 
smoking pot will ever do to them.  The hypocrisy of making pot a schedule 1 narcotic, 
but then advertising alcohol on TV is beyond compare.  Cannabis is the most benign 
drug there is with zero overdoeses, while alcohol kills 80,000 people from overdosing 
in America, every year, more than all other drugs combined. Add to that all the deaths 
from car accidents, industrial accident and just falling out of windows and such.  Then 
the thousands of debilitating injuries suffered because of the effects of alcohol.  The 
stupidity that is the result of the loss of reason and motor functions is the hallmark of 
taking alcohol, causing it to be far and away, the most deadly drug.   Alcohol destroys 
more lives, more marriages, more careers than all other drugs combined.  This is a real 
no brainer.  Instead of wasting our tax dollars on this foolish endeavor of trying to 
eradicate pot, why not stop all the pain and suffering by legalizing pot and increase your 
tax revenue?  Besides, people who smoke pot, drink less alcohol and that can only be a 
good thing.   
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